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Press reports on this disaster are much exaggerated, There were aboul 300
victims., This figure may be incrersed by those who died in nospital; however,
this cannot be nroved, as all Geman doctors were replaced by Russian doc-
tors to nrevent any leakage of inforsation on the effects of tne catastrophe.

It is certain tiat t.e accident orijginated in tne winding engine shop of ]
shaft No 31. (There is no shaft ko 35.) lixcessive overload caused tue cable
to cateh fire, waicn imuediately spread to tue uried planking. Tae amoke
was sucked into the mine by Lhc natursl air flow, as well as by uhe venti-
lators, which only later were switched off. Taus, #11 levels of Cbject Lo 1
were aflfected. “ork coul:i not be resuced [or more than a week.

Many German erployees were arrested immediately, Lhe llussians belng con-
vinced that tuere had b.uen sabotage. Some of Lhe Gemans are still being
held, Annoying and awkward interrogations b, the VD have nol yel eaded.

Fress reports on tu's accident are nainly based on reporis of une "Berliner
Telegraf, which were copied by tue other newspapers.

somment

First information on the mine disaster in JOHANGGRORGRASTADT at tue end of
November 1949.
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